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Department of Science & Technology
Government of Gujarat

P. Bharathi, 1as

Secretary Block No. 7, $™ Floor, Sachivalaya,
Gandhinagar-382010
Letter No.: DST/DITACT/0211/DTC
Date: 16-03-2026
To:
Addlitional Chief Secretary, Principal Secretary,
Higher & Technical Education, Government Primary & Secondary Education,
of Gujarat. Governmant of Gujarat.

Sub.: Compliance with DPDP Act, 2023 and other opplicable laws in respect of collection/processing of
children's data through Al-based initintives.

Ref.: Communication received from National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), regarding the reported
collaboration betwesn a US-based Artificial Intelligance company and an NGO working with children in India.

Respected Sir,

In reference to the communication received from the Hon'bla Chief Sacretary, and in accordance with tha
directions noted at the conclusion of the said letter, it is hereby brought to your kind notice that the National
Humen Rights Commission (NHRC) has conveyed information regarding a collaboration between a United
States-based Artiticlal Intelligence company (Anthropic) and a non-governmental organization (Pratham)
engaged in enhancing the quality of education for ehildren in India. Under this Initiative, Artificial Intelligence
tools are reportedly being utilized 10 process children’s handwritten responses, academic performance
records, and personalized feedback data.

In view of the above, and conasidering the sensitivity of children's personal data, particularly in the education
ecosystem, it is imperative to ensure that any collaection, storage, processing, or sharing of children’s data by
schools, educational bodiea. NGOs, EdTech partners, or any third-party agencies operating within the State is
undertaken strictly in compliance with the provisions of the Digital Personal Dats Protection Act, 2023
(DPDP Act) and other applicable laws, Acts, rules and guidalines.

Accordingly, itis requested that:

i. It moy kindly be examined whether any such Al-based tools/piatforms are being deployed in
Government, grant-in-aid, or private schools within the State involving processing of children's personal
data.

il. In case children's data has been or is being collected, processed, or shared with any external entity,
strict compliance with the DPDP Act, 2023, including lawful consent mechanisms (especially verifiable
parental consent for children), purpose limitation, data minimization, storage limitation, and security
safeguards, may be ensured.

iii. Allagreements/MoUs executed with NGOs, technology partners, or service providers may be reviewed to
ensure adequate data protection clauses, confidentiality safeguards, and clear accountability
provisions.

iv. Necessary instructions may be issued to all subordinate offices and educational institutions under the
Department ta strictly adhere to applicable data protection and child safety narms.

In view of the sensitive nature of minors’ data and the evolving digital ecosystem in the education sector, it is
requested to ensure DPDP Act and other applicable laws compliance and prosctive oversight to safeguard the
privacy and best interests of children.

Best regards,
).
(P. Bharathi)

Copy forwarded with compliments to:
® Chief Secretary to Government of Gujarst

Phone No. 079-232-59999, Email : sccdst@gujarat.gov.in
Website : http://dst.gujarat.gov.in
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Department of Science & Technology
Government of Gujarat

P. Bharathi, 1as

y Secretary
£ Block No. 7, 5" Floor, Sachivalaya,
" Gandhinagar-382010
Letter No.: DST/DIT/ICT/0211/DTC
Date: 16-03-2026
To:
Additional Chief Secretary, Principal Secretary,
Higher & Technical Education, Government Primary & Secondary Education,
of Gujgrat. Government of Gujarat.

Sub.: Compliance with DPDP Act, 2023 and other applicable laws in respect of collection/processing of
children’s data through Al-based initiatives.

Ref.: Communication received from National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), regarding the reported
collaboration between a US-based Artificial Intelligence company and an NGO working with children in India.

Respected Sir,

In reference to the communication received from the Hon’ble Chief Secretary, and in accordance with the
directions noted at the conclusion of the said letter, it is hereby brought to your kind notice that the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has conveyed information regarding a collaboration between a United
States-based Artificial Intelligence company (Anthropic) and a non-governmental organization (Pratham)
engaged in enhawhy of education for children in India. Under this initiative, Artificial Intelligence
tools are reportedly being utilized to process children’s “handwritten responses, academic performance

records, and personalized feedback data.

In view of the above, and considering the sensitivity of children’s personal data, particularly in the education

ecosystem, it is imperative to ensure that a_gu:p_llgction, storage, processing, or sharing of children’s data by

schools, educational bodies, NGOs, EdTech partners, or any third-party agencies operating within the State is
undertaken strictly in compliance with the provisions of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023

(DPDP Act) and other applicable laws, Acts, rules and guidelines.—

Accordingly, it is requested that:

ols/platforms are being deployed in

i. It may kindly be examined whether any such Al-based to
lving processing of children’s personal

Government, grant-in-aid, or private schools within the State invo

data.

ii. In case children’s data has been
strict compliance with the DPDP Act, 2023, includi
parental consent for children), purpose limitation,
safeguards, may be ensured.

jiii. All agreements/MoUs executed with NGOs, tech
ensure adequate data protection clauses,
provisions.

iv. Necessary instructions may be issued to all
Department to strictly adhere to applicable data protection and child safety norms.

or is being collected, processed, or shared with any external entity,
ng lawful consent mechanisms (especially verifiable
data minimization, storage limitation, and security

nology partners, or service providers may be reviewed to
confidentiality safeguards, and clear accountability

subordinate offices and educational institutions under the

In view of the sensitive nature of minors’ data and the evolving digital ecoéystem in the education sector, it is
requested to ensure DPDP Act and other applicable laws compliance and proactive oversight to safeguard the

privacy and best intesests of children.

Best regards,

/
(P. Bharatl’(i)

Copy forwarded with compliments to:
e Chief Secretary to Government of Gujarat

Phone No. 079-232-59999, Email : secdst@gujarat.gov.in
Website : http:/dst.gujarat.gov.in
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